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• The 2040 Comp Plan is a statutory update to the 2008 City of Minneapolis 
Comp Plan

• The plan covers issues such as housing, job creation, the design of new 
buildings, and how we use our streets.  It also addresses environmental, 
energy, waste reduction and pollution reduction

• It is complimentary with other policy documents such as the Climate Action 
Plan,  Vegetation Management Policy, Green Zones Policy and Green Fleets 
Policy, as well as the work of our Sustainability Office. 

• Find all of our sustainability policies here:
http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/sustainability/policies/WCMSP-184202

Energy Policy Considerations

http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/sustainability/policies/WCMSP-184202


• Provide guidance to elected officials, City staff, developers, 
residents, neighborhood groups and other community 
stakeholders to ensure progress toward a common vision. 

• The City of Minneapolis consults the plan when:
• Developing and implementing regulations;

• A developer proposes to build a new building;

• Conducting City-led community development such as buying and selling land to 
redevelop a polluted industrial site, or building a house on a vacant lot;

• Rebuilding a street, constructing a bikeway, or planning a transit project;

• Designing programs and strategies for affordable housing and employment.

How will the City use Minneapolis 2040?



POLICY TOPICS



Policy Framework

Over the past year, City planners have been doing a lot of listening 
about the future of Minneapolis. One theme we’ve heard is that 
everyone must benefit from a growing city.  

Done right, population growth can help our city become a healthy, 
sustainable, and thriving place for all. We have some ideas on how to 
achieve that, and would like to hear your thoughts. 

There are some major energy considerations related to this growth…



Policy Framework—Questions Guiding Our Work

• How do we handle growth in a way that is environmentally responsible?

• How do we ensure equitable outcomes, especially for people who have been
left behind economically and environmentally?

• How do we address social justice issues related to development, housing, and
economic viability (e.g. historically poor areas that are also adjacent to
polluted parcels or pollution-generating businesses)

• How do we make progress to our Climate Action Plan of becoming 80% carbon
neutral by 2050 (about 30 years from now)?

• What is the role of technology, alternate transportation modes, more
intensive land use, and policy changes that allow creative problem-solving?



Project Timeline

• A draft of the comprehensive plan will be released for review and comment in Spring 2018.  
• Following the release of the draft plan there will be a three month comment period that will include 

engagement events to introduce and discuss the draft plan content.
• City staff will then revise the plan based on public feedback. The City Planning Commission will hold a formal 

public hearing in Fall 2018, followed by adoption by the City Council. 
• After the City Council adopts the comprehensive plan, City departments will begin acting on the policies of the 

plan through implementation activities. This will include making zoning changes in order to align regulation 
with the adopted policies. This will occur throughout 2019 and will include a public engagement. 



A Closer Look: Programs

The 2040 Comprehensive Plan Provides:

• A Collective Vision
• Supports existing plans
• Programmatic support
• Justification for time and resources to

commit



“In 2040, Minneapolis will be resilient 
to the effects of climate change and 
diminishing natural resources, and will 
be on track to achieve an 80% 
reduction in greenhouse gas emissions 
by 2050.”

Aspirational Foundations



Can Also Feel Like…



Developing Partnerships For Heavy Lifts

• Clean Energy Partnership
Xcel
CenterPoint
Environmental Visioning
Advisory Committee

• Center for Energy and Environment
Technical Assistance

• The Chamber of Commerce
Energy Smart Program

• St. Paul Port Authority
PACE Financing

• Business Associations
East Town Business Partnership



City Based Tools To Catalyze Business Investment

• Policy
Commercial Energy Benchmarking: Putting energy into the
marketplace

• Engagement
Bring technical assistance through partners or city staff like Business
Technical Assistance Program

• Incentives:
Green Business Cost Share Program placing fees back into

resources and incentives that drive change.
20% match up to $20,000 on energy efficiency
45% match up to $100,000 on air pollution reduction

• Financing
CPED 2% Financing Program (includes energy efficiency)



Showing Promise Early

• First Perc Free Dry Cleaning City in the United States
• Over 50,000 lbs of criteria pollutants removed annually
• Carbon reductions equal to taking a 1,000 cars off the road annually
• Program was funded to double in size for 2018
• Businesses are saving $686,000 annually!
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Case Studies Videos

Gandhi Mahal Restaurant
- Energy Efficiency

Prospect Foundry
- Energy Efficiency

A Chance To Grow School
- Solar

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tq9ujL4XplE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tq9ujL4XplE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5I14240MbZA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5I14240MbZA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GMXQnuWb2Wk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GMXQnuWb2Wk


One Example: How Can We Partner Further?

NEW: Solar Incentives Offered By Minneapolis in 2018

Largest Solar Incentives offered by any city in the United
States.
$0.25 kWh match for one year of annual production.
$0.30 kWh match in Green Zones

What can we do for The East Town Business Partnership
to drive win-win solutions toward our climate action
goals?

http://www.minneapolismn.gov/www/groups/public/@regservices/documents/webcontent/wcmsp-207252.pdf
http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/www/groups/public/@citycoordinator/documents/webcontent/wcmsp-197624.pdf

